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Kenya 


Thatcher Praises Moi's Leadership 
EA11i404 Nairohi KENYA TIMES in English 
1] Jan 88 p 6 


{Editorial: “Kenya's Critics Must Now Shut Up”™] 


{Text} Britain's prime minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, 
during her historic visit last week noted with all sincerity 
and objectivity that everything was being done to dispel 
doubts about the country’s human rights record. The 
prime minister was full of praise for President Daniel 
Arap Moi’s dynamism and pragrnatic leadership. She 
also said: “Kenya 1s a country which 1s achieving results 
by believing in the capacity of personal responsibility. 
self-reliance, and a kind of unity and loyalty to Kenya, to 
bring about a great advancement.” 


Two visiting American legislators, Senator Terry Sun- 
ford and Senator Ernest Hollings, at the weekend praised 
Kenya's political leadership under President Moi and 
the country’s thriving economy based on free enterprise. 
It is gratifying to note that, unlike Congressman Howard 
Wolpe, whose last year's ill-starred visit betrayed his 
unacceptable ulterior motives, Senators Sanford and 
Hollings confined themselves to their vocational respon- 
sibilities and were eminently open-minded. 


British newsmen and broadcasters, who covered Mrs 
Thatcher’s Kenya visit, did a very good job of work 
indeed. Surely, even the most hawk-eyed amongst them 
appreciated the fact that the KANU Government and 
the courtry’s other institutions have nothing to hide. 
And, like the remarkably shrewd prime minister herself, 
they must have observed that Kenyan masses (unlike 
counterparts elsewhere on the continent) do not need to 
be press-ganged into according aay visiting dignitary a 
rousing welcome. They do so voluntarily and are per- 
fectly contented with their environment cf genuine free- 
dom. 


Wiil all those propagandists in Western Europe, who 
were until recently slandering Kenya's good image. now 
shut up please? Having failed, in the first place, to 
mislead world opinion, they should now change course. 


Thatcher Briefs British Press in Nairobi 
EA072035 Nairobi KNA in English 1610 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] Nairobi, 7 Jan—The British prime minister, Mar- 
garet Thatcher, briefed the British press in her party on 
the eve of her departure from Nairobi yesterday. The 
following are extracts from her briefing, released by the 
British High Commission here today: 


“| wonder if I can perhaps just sum up my impressions of 
the visit to Kenya in this way. By any standards, it is one 
of the most fantastic visits | have ever paid. It is an 
impressive country, impressively run politically, with 
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great stability, great wisdom and always with the long- 
term effect in view. The welcome of the people and the 
way m which they came out was beyond one’s wildest 
dreams. It was such that it was genuine. There 1s no way 
in which you could have imitated the expression of 
feeling which | saw on their faces, in their voices, in their 
music, in almost everything which | saw about them. 


It is a country which ts achieving results by believing in 
the capacity of personal responsibility, self-relaince, and 
a kind of unity and loyalty to Kenya, to bring about a 
great advance. 


As we went up to western Kenya, | saw a combination of 
things. First, how the smaller farmer has been encour- 
aged himself, how they have taken the smali family unit 
as the strength of Kenya. They have educated people for 
the technicalities required. for the techniques required, 
they have educated them in the need for the best kind of 
results from agriculture, the best techniques in carpentry, 
in the metalwork, in maintenance and so on, believing 
that if you keep a family farm going well, the next 
generation wil! be equally keen on farming and yu will 
keep a large part of your population in your rural areas. 
That has been vital. That is the core of what they have 
been practicising, but at the same time they have recog- 
nised that you must encourage the larger company in 
order to get results. So, we have seen people also growing 
tea, coffee, sugar, to go for the larger company and | was 
most impressed when I| enquired from that very impres- 
sive sugar factory (Mumias) we went to, how many 
people are really dependent upon refining in this factory, 
and the answer was about 400,000. Only about 4,000 
work there, but they keep a lot of growers going. They 
keep a lot of companies who are then engaged in cutting 
the cane and delivering ii to the factory. That keeps 
going a lot of subsidiary industries, and there are a lot of 


people dependent upon them. 


Politically, one would like to say to many other countries 
in Africa, “Look at what Kenya has done by wise 
government, by believing in personal responsibility and 
self-help, by believing that if you had good agriculture, it 
is One of your main wealth-creating aspects, by believing 
in good communications, transport, rail links, air links 
and telecommunications—and by believing in educating 
people both in the fundamentals of education and in the 
practical techniques”. 


“Altogether a wonderful visit. | am very pleased to have 
been asked. | had not realised when | came that no 
British prime minister had been since independence. | 
think we have rectified that omission and I just feel that 
there 1s a link between Kenya and Britain that can go on. 
Kenya is our second largest recipient of aid from Brit- 
ain—lIndia the largest, Kenya the second—and you feel 
that every pound spent here realiy does good for the 
people of Kenya and, if | might say, as an example for the 
whole of Africa. I need hardly say that a great deal of this 
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is owed to the wisdom cf President Moi and the wisdom 
of the government in the way in which they have 
conducted things in such a stable and peaceful way. 


I think Kenya ts an example to many other countries in 
Africa. It is an example of what you can do if you have 
wise government working with the people for the benefit 
of the people in a tremendous spirit of co-operation. 
which 1s this case are the agricultural assets. There are 
not sO many mineral assets. 


Kenya has shown what can be done in many other 
countries, some bordering on Kenya. others further 
away, and I think that is the message which. for the good 
of the people in the rest of Africa, that we want to get 
across”. 


Meanwhile, asked what her views were on the Amnesty 
International earlier this year Thatcher said: 


“I think that President Moi fully answered that in his 
speech delivered at the state banquet and | think whai he 
said and the way in which he has tackled the criticisms 
that were made sheuld make it abundantly clear thai he 
iS juSt as Concerned at any abuses of human rights as 
anyone else would be. and he is determined to do 
everything to dispel any doubts that there may be and to 
make certain that human rights are observed. 


Bank Denies Change in Fuel Import Procedures 
EA082209 Nairohh KNA in English 1635 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Nairobi, 8th Jan—The Central Bank has denied 
foreign press reports that it had changed foreign 
exchange procedures governing the handling of Ugandan 
petroleum and petroleum products by Kenyan-based ol 
companies. 


A bank statement said that the current regulations had 
been in force for many years and the Ugandan Central 
Bank was aware of them. The statement cited some 
reports in the foreign press which had alieged that 
Kenya-based oil companies had oycotted Ugandan 
petroleum products because of a dispute over terms of 
payment. The foreign press has further alleged that to 
speed up the remittance of foreign exchange. the Kenyan 
Central Bank had instructed Kenyan-based oi! compa- 
nies to insist On payments within three months. while 
Uganda traditionally paid after five to eight months. 


The statement said that exchange control regulations 
covering exports of oil and other commodities and 
services required that the export proceeds be remitted 
within 90 days. 


tw 


FAST AFRICA 
l ganda 
Further Reportage on Kampala EF \plosion 


Casualties Identified 
£4A111600 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 11 Jan SS 


[Text) The administrative attache m the Libyan 
Embassy in Kampala Mr ( Ay yad Mutusi) was killed and 
five other people injured in Kampala this morning when 
a grenade exploded in a building which houses the 
Libyan, West German. Sudanese and French embassies 
and several companies including Uganda Development 
Cooperation. | DC. The victims of the blast were among 
the many people who were waiting for a lift on the 
ground floor of the six-story embassy building in central 
Kampala. 


The police named the injured as) Mr (Neveu), cultural 
attache in the French Embassy. Mr (Ogera) of the 
Agriculiural Enterprises Limited. Miss (Daman 
Musoge). a secretary in the Libyan Embassy, Mr (Ed- 
ward Ndawura). a senior official in the French Embassy, 
and Mr (Jumba). a lift attendant. They were rushed to 
various hospitals in Kampala. 


The cause of the blast was not immediately known. The 
inspector-general of police, Mr Wuke Fungi, says inves- 
ligalions are in progress. 


‘Federal Army’ Claim 
LD111634 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 11 Jan &88 


[Excerpt] [Announcer] [passage omitted] | have just 
heard that a man claiming to represent a Ugandan 
Opposition movement, the Federal Army, has made a 
telephone call to the BBC in London to claim responsi- 
bility for the attack on the building which houses the 
embassies in Kampala. The Federal Army is fighting 
against Libyan influence in Uganda—this is what the 
ar yymous caller claimed at the BBC. | remind you that 
the French cultural attache was wounded, and a Libyan 
diplomat was killed in the attack. 


Official Condolences 
FA112027 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] The minister of state tor forega affairs, Professor 
Kabwegyere, has sent a message of condolence to the 
secretary for the Peoples Bureau for Foreign Liaison of 
the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah in Tri- 
poli on the untimely and tragic death of Mr (Ayyad 
Mutusi). The unfortunate death of Mr (Ayyad Ubayd), 
he said, has occurred at a time when our two countries 
are consolidating the fraternal relations that happily 
exist between us. | wish to assure your excellency, he 
added, that the Government of the Republic of Uganda 
will leave no stone unturned in its search for the culprits 
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responsibie for this heinous crime. He said the people of 


Uganda joined the secretary for the Peoples Bureau for 
Foreign Liaison. the government and the tamily of Mv 
(Ayyad) in mourning this son of Libya. 


The message was today handed to the Libyan charge 
d'affaires, Mr Mahsud al-Ghali at the Libyan Embassy in 
Kampala by the acting permanent secretary to the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs, Mr Sendawula. who was accom- 
panied by Mr Kaliisa, the director-councillor on matters 
in the same ministry, and (ganda’s ambassador to 
Libya, Mr (Jumba). 


Rebel Group Claim 
EA121013 Nairohi KENYA TIMES in Enelish 
12 Jan 88 pl 


[Excerpt] Shortly after the || January incident, the 
Uganda Democratic Alliance (UDA), a rebel group 
opposed to President Museveni'’s leadership claimed 
responsibility. 


An UDA official. speaking from a hide-out in Kampala, 
said they will continue to attack the Libyan diplomats in 
Uganda “because of their participation in Ugandan 
affairs.” 


The Libyan diplomat killed in yesterday's incident was 
identified by Ugandan police as a Mr Ayyad Ahmed 
[name as received]. who the UDA described as “the most 
wanted person.” 


FAST AFRICA 


L'DA’S defence secretary, Mr Sam Luwero, speaking or 
behalf of the movement's secretary for mobilisation, Mr 
Peter Mashate. apologised to non-Libyans who sustained 
injuries in the explosion saying “our main targets are the 
Libyans.” 


Mayor Batimbo warned last evening that their next target 
was Entebbe where about 3.000 Libyan soldiers are 
alleged to have camped at the airport to train the NRA 
soldiers. 


Government Expanding Army to Counter Rebels 
£.4110932 Nairohh KENYA TIMES in English 
11 Jan 88 p/ 


[Uganda Bolsters Army To Fight Rebels’—by Jere- 
miah Aurah] 


[Text] Uganda's National Resistance Army (NRA) has 
Started recruiting more soldiers to effectively combat 
rebel groups opposed to President Yower: Museveni's 
leadership, according to reports from Kampala. 


A number of youths are said to have been recruited into 
the army since last week. following unexpected atiacks 
on the NRA by an advancing ganda Democratic Alh- 
ance (UDA) rebel group at Kamwokya, near Kampala. 


The movement's defence secretary, Mr Sam Luwero, 
claimed from Kampala that the UDA Liberation Move- 
ment killed !2 NRA soldiers last Tuesday when it 
ambushed an NRA detachment based at Kamwokya on 
the outskirts of Kampala. He further clammed that his 
movement had resumed “tactical skirmishes” against 
the NRA. 
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Angola 


UNITA Says 2 Soviet Advisers Killed in Raid 
MBi20620 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 12 Jan 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capitai of the free land of 
Angola, 12 Jan (KUP)}—-two white men believed to be 
Russian military advisers and twelve (12) guerrillas of 
the South-West African People’s Organisation (SWAPO) 
were killed in an unsuccessful attack on a UNITA 
guerrilla base near Andulo in the Angolan Province of 
Bie recently, military sources told KUP News Agency 
yesterday. 


The sources said that the attack took place last month, 
adding that units of the same group had earlier attacked 
and killed eight civilians and wounded many others at 
Cangalo village along Andulo-Cuito road. 


During the same period, MPLA troops stationed in 
Andulo and Chicumbi outpost terrorised the local pop- 
ulation in the area seizing foodstuffs, clothes. cooking 
utensils and agricultural implements. 


In Nharea, which lies in the north of Bie Province, 
members of a religious organisation gathered to baptise 
new-born z2bies were thrown into prison and boys 
forced to join the MPLA army. 


Meanwhile. thirty-two (32) members of the MPLA’s 
Fiftieth Brigade stationed at Vouga in Bie Province have 
surrendered to UNITA forces. The fugitives lamented, 
among other things, of starvation, harsh treatment by 
their commanders and inadequate military training. 


SADF Allegedly Replacing Whites With Blacks 
MB120644 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2200 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] Reliable military sources cited by ANGOP have 
revealed that the racist South African authorities are 
intensively replacing white soldiers with blacks in its 
units occupying Angolan territory. The same sources 
added that these racist maneuvers are aimed at permit- 
ting a better placement of the regular Army in various 
areas of southern Angola. 


UNITA Claims Capture of Camacupa 
AU111801 Paris AFP in English 1744 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Excerpt] Lisbon, Jan | 1 (AFP)—Angola’s UNITA rebel 
group said Monday it had killed 57 government troops 
and seized control of a town in central Angola, liberating 
2,000 residents. 


The Pretoria-backed National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola said in a statement here that its 
forces had taken the “strategic town of Camacupa”™ on 
the Benguela railway line, 70 kilometres (40 miles) east 
of Cuito, capital of Bie Province. 
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UNITA said that almost no government forces remained 
in the main areas along the Benguela railway linking the 
Angolan port of Lobito to Zaire and Zambia via the 
eastern Angolan Province of Moxico. [passage omitted] 


RSA Statements on Malaria Outbreak Questioned 
MBO071847 Maputo in English io Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] The Angolan health authorities have expressed 
doubts about South African announcements that there 
has been an outbreak of malaria among the invading 
troops. They said in the south of Angola malaria is not 
rife due to arid conditions and the displacement of the 
population. 


Seven South African soldiers are alleged to have died 
from malaria contracted in Angola and that many others 
are being treated in military hospitals in South Africa 
and Namibia. [sentence as heard] 


Mozambique 


RSA Journalist Describes NR Camp Conditions 
MB1I11618 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
ISIS GMT 11 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There is still no letup in the activities of MNR 
rebels in southern Mozambique. Commercial targets in 
and around the capital, Maputo, are vulnerable, as are 
road and rail communications out of the city. The 
Mozambicans admit that there 1s a problem and claim 
that the guerrillas continue to get a lot of help from South 
Africa. 


South African journalist Cloete Breytenbach says he has 
been into Mozambique with the MNR and was taken to 
a rebel camp might on the outskirts of Maputo. 


On the line. Mark Doyle asked Cloete Breytenbach how 
the camp was supplied with, for example, food. 


[Begin recording] [Breytenbach] The particular base | 
had, I counted 30 head of cattle, so there 1s no shortage 
of food. They eat meat every day. The main meal 
is...[pauses] They have one big meal of meat and rice 
every day. They don’t have luxuries like flour to bake 
bread or sugar and so on. So, the cattle...[pauses] When 
they attack Frelimo barracks or bases near the cities, they 
normally take cattle with them, so there 1s really no 
shortage of food, and they all look quite well fed. 


[Doyle] Was there any indication that any of the civilians 
there were there against their own will? 


[Breytenbach] No. None that | spoke to. | mean, there 
was one base that nobody knew we were going to go 
there. We had to go because we couldn't cross a partic- 
ular river and. quite unannounced, we arrived at this 
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particular base, but they all seemed very content. And | 
spoke to some teachers; | spoke to the nurse: | spoke to a 
couple of Portuguese captives. They were captured in 
1985. No one wants them, apparently. The Red Cross 
won't have anything to do with them, but they are quite 
content. They get food, and they didn't look too unhap- 
py. They are better off. The civilians, certainly, they are 
better off there where there 1s food than in Maputo. 


[Doyle] What you are saying seems to be at variance with 
the testimony of people who have escaped from MNR 
bases, this rather idyllic scene you are describing of a 
camp with plenty of food, etcetera. This seems to be at 
variance with stories which some refugees have told of 
the terrible conditions that people are forced to live 
under inside MNR camps. 


[Breytenbach] Yes, I get your point. | don’t agree with 
that. You must bear in mind that these reports you are 
mentioning are put out by the Mozambique News Agen- 
cy, which is the government-controlled AIM. Now i, for 
one, I don’t always believe government agencies or 
propaganda material, or newspapers for that matter. 


[Doyle] Mr Breytenbach, | personally spoke to some 
refugees in Mozambique last month, and they told me of 
the most horrific things that the MNR do to some oi 
their prisoners. 


[Breytenbach] I'm not saying that they don't do horrific 
things, but the places I went to there, | was [words 
indistinct]. | saw nothing of the sort, and | was free to 
speak to anyone I wished to. Maybe in your case, you had 
some Frelimo officials standing by while you were inter- 
viewing, but in my case quite a few times, I could just 
wander off and go and speak to anybody without any- 
body going with me. The only problem was the language. 


[Doyie] I see. How did you get to the camp? 


[Breytenbach] | walked for probably about 4 days. 5 
days’ walk from the border. 


[Doyle] Is that the border with Swaziland? 


[Breytenbach] | am not prepared to say. | mean, you see 
South Africa is not the only country bordering Mozam- 
bique. You get Swaziland, you get Malawi, you get 
Zimbabwe, so it’s quite easy to cross any border in fact, 
because there is no Frelimo activity at all in that area, so 
there is no danger of being picked uj. [end recording] 


Renamo Claims Foreign, Government Troops Killed 
AU 121414 Paris AFP in English 1351 GMT 12 Jan 88 


[Text] Lisbon, Jan 12 (AFP)}—The Mozambique rebel 
movement Renamo killed 43 Zimbabwean and 18 Tan- 
zanian soidiers, in addition to 23 government troops, in 
the first week of the new year, a communique from the 
movement said here Tuesday. 


nan 
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The Mozambique National Resistance (Renamo) said it 
seized large amounts of military equipment and medi- 
cine when it captured three Army garrisons, including 
Espungabera close to the Zimbabwe border. It put its 
own CaSualties at eight dead and 41 wounded 


Portugal To Supply Military Assistance 
MBO71147 Johannesbure Domestic Service in English 
1100 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] Portugal is to supply military assistance to the 
Mozambican Government forces in the civil war against 
Renamo. Our liaison correspondent reports thal the two 
countries will sign a formal agreement later this month. 
A high-powered delegation from the Portuguese Armed 
Forces 1s Jue to arrive in Maputo in 2 weeks’ time to 
identify areas of possible cooperation and to examine the 
situation in the country. Portugal is not expected to send 
troops to fight Renamo, but 1t might well send military 
advisers. 


Republic of South Africa 


‘Somber’ Tambo Criticizes ANC Performance 
MBO08 1607 London BBC World Service in English 
1518 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It's the 76th anniversary of the African National 
Congress, ANC, today. Rallies planned to take place in 
Johannesburg to mark the occasion were, predictably 
perhaps, banned by the authorities, but the ANC’s lead- 
er, Oliver Tambo, held a press conference in Lusaka and 
he was rather critical of the ANC’s performance over the 
past year. 


Robin White asked Jim Fish, in Lusaka, what Mr Tambo 
had to say. 


[Begin recording] [Fish] Well, Mr Tambo made some 
unusual admissions that the ANC had in fact gone 
through a very tough time in the past year under the state 
of emergency and government restrictions. It had lost a 
number of supporters through arrests and detentions 
and, interestingly. he also said that the armed wing of the 
ANC, Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation], had 
suffered a number of casualties in terms of combatants 
and commanders killed or captured, and made reference 
to the senior Umkhonto commander, Cassius Make, who 
was killed in Swaziland. 


[White] Did he outline what kind of plans he had for this 
year” 


[Fish] Well, for the coming year he luid great emphasis 
on the need for unity among the opponents of the 
government. He pointed out that the killings in Pieter- 
maritzburg serve nobody's interests except the govern- 
ment's ar.d called for an end to the factional fighting 
there. On a wider scale, he called for opponents of the 
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System tO Organize together to try and disrupt the secu- 
rity forces, to spread their strength. to try and divert 
their strength across the country in ail kinds of activities 
He called for farmworkers. for example. to turn against 
the system. He called for more resistance inside the 
bantustans and he. in general. seemed io lay great stress 
on the need for a much wider offensive against the 
sysiem. 


[White] What about talks with the PAC” 


[Fish] There was no mention of the PAC whatsoever. 
and | don’t think the ANC is very keen to draw much 
attention to its rivals within the opposition 


[White] Now, Mr Tambo is now getting quite an old 
man. Are there any threats to his leadership. do you 
think” 


[Fish] [Words indistinct] 1s keeping a remarkably united 
front, in public at least. around the present leadership. 
and President Tambo 15 not the only member of the 
leadership who 1s getting on in age. Several of them are 
either 70 or over 70. There 1s a feeling perhaps that these 
leaders, old as they may be, do gain a certain amount of 
respect because of their age and. | think. in public at 
least, there 1s an attempt really not to emphasize their 
age. but rather to emphasize the respect that they gain 
from that. 


[White] But, there must be people knocking on the door 
surely now? 


[Fish] Well, of course, there are people...[pauses] There 
1S Speculation that some of the young people, some of the 
younger members of the leadership. such as Thabo 
Mbeki, have been knocking on the door for some years 
now, but they themselves are quick to deny this and 
there 1s no sign that anyone is maneuvering in any 
significant way to take over from the present leadership. 


[White] Today's celebrations, were they in any way 
lavish or what exactly happened” 


[Fish] No, today’s celebrations...j pauses] They weren't 
really celebrations at all. There was quite an [words 
indistinct] press conference, quite a somber tone by 
President Tambo. Several dozen of his supporters and 
ANC officials were there as well as the press, but there 
has been no celebration as such. Nothing at least to 
compare with last years celebrations which, of course. 
marked the 75th anniversary. [end recording] 


ANC, Mbeki Celebrations Banned Until 18 Jan 
MBO071858 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1854 GMT 
7 Jan 88 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 7 SAPA—Police have banned all 
meetings in Johannesburg and Roodepoort at which the 
76th anniversary of the African National Congress or the 
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release of ANC activist Mr Govan Mbeki 1s commemo- 
rated or celebrated. The ban was ordered im a special 
edition of the government gazette in Pretorna tonight 


The acting commissioner of the South African Police, Lt 
Gen Rudolph Jansen van Vuuren. did not mention in the 
order, published in terms of Regulation 7(1 Kc) of the 
cruergency regulations. which organisations had been 
planning such gatherings. The order remains cflective 
until January 18 


The commissioner of police. General Hennie de Witt, 1s 
understood to be on a visit to Chile 


Commentary Views Significance of ANC “Setbacks” 
WBI20534 Johanneshure Domestic Service in Enelish 
OS00 GMT 12 Jan 88 


{Station commentary | 


[Text] An admission by the ANC at the weekend that 1 
has suffered severe setbacks in its revolutionary cam- 
paign during the past year 1s significant, not least for 
what ut signals for reform prospects in South Africa 
According to an anniversary statement in Lusaka, 1987 
was a year of reversals both for the ANC’s so-called 
military offensive and for organizations in South Africa 


supperting it 


In essence, this was merely confirmation of what security 
reports in the country had already made clear. Since 
taxing more effective counteraction under the state of 
emergency. the police have had unprecedented success in 
apprehending terrorists and couriers, closing off infiltra- 
tion routes, uncovering arms caches. and neutralizing 
whole regional networks of the ANC. On the other hand, 
this was the first confession of failure the ANC has yet 
felt impelled to make. 


It was also in striking contrast to the triumphant boasts 
of a year earlier. REUTER, in a report on a speech by 
Oliver Tambo, quotes a Western diplomat as saying: 
What a difference. lasi year the tone was upbeat, forward 
to victory. This year the message 1s: We have survived. 


Of course, terrorism 15 only one dimension of the ANC’s 
revolutionary strategy, and the significance of its set- 
backs in that sphere should not be overestimated. The 
organization itself referred to others—increasing its dip- 
lomatic influence internationally. promoting sanctions 
and other isolationist measures against South Africa, and 
mobilizing mass support for revoluteon—about all of 
which it 1s much more optimistic. Further, looking 
beyond the ANC and its suspect agenda, South Afncans 
whose concern 1s a stable and democratic future for the 
country are well aware that they are confronted with a 
challenge requiring much more than security measures. 
A fundamentally secure dispensation will only be 
achieved through a program of reform to guarantee equal 
rights and opportunities for all in this country 
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Al the same time. prospects for successful negotiated 
reform, in South Africa as in any other state that has 
been cha :lenged by revolutionary subversion. depend in 
the first instance on the maintenance of law and order 
Normal political activity—the expression and peaceful 
promouon of diverse views—becomes impossible to the 
extent that an organization employing terrorism 1s able 
to intimidate communities to silence opposition. Sup- 
porters of democratic change are understandably reluc- 
tant to take part openly in the reform process in an 
environment in which such acts of terrorism as necklace 
murders are rife. 


Eliminating the security threat 1s, therefore. the first step 
for democratic reform to succeed in South Africa. While 
tough security action against terrorism and intimidation 
does not solve political problems. ut does create the 
climate that 1s 2ssential for those solutions to be found. 
The outlook for reform has undoubtedly been consider- 
ably improved by the ANC setbacks in 1987 


Further Reportage un Pietermaritzburg Violence 


UDF Leader Cited on Talks 
MB/12029 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
1830 GMT 11 Jan &8 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program, presenied by 
Julian Marshall] 


[Text] Yet another attempt will be made tomerrow in 
South Africa to get the warring factions ‘n the townships 
of Pietermariizburg together around a table for peace 
talks. Behind the move are white businessmen from 
Pietermaritzburg who have been holding separate talks 
with members of Inkatha Zulu and the United Demo- 
cratic Front. This latest effort comes hard on the heels of 
a call by religious leaders backed by Inkatha and the 
UDF for an immediate end to what they called the tragic 
carnage which over the past year has claimed the lives of 
more than 300 people. 


On the line to Durban, | asked Archie Gumede. co- 
president of the UDF. many of whose leaders have been 
detained, whether he thought that the prospects for 
peace were not closer. 


[Begin recording] [Gumede] Well. insofar as there 1s any 
contact, whether it 1s [words indistinct] improve. 
Nobody 1s going to take the responsibility for not taking 
part in those talks, or in any way creating problems with 
regard to those talks. 


{Marshall} But what gives you cause for this optimism”? 


[Gumede] The cause of optimism is the fact that Inkatha 
1S aware that the eyes and ears of the world are on it, and 
if it does not respond in a (?right) manner, then a lot of 
the support which it has been receiving may evaporate. 
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| Marshall] So you are saying that the onus 1s on Inkatha. 
are you” 


[Gumede] Yes. | am. definitely 


{Marshall} And what about the | DF. Mr Gumede” How 
capable 1s the UDF of controlling 1ts own membership” 


[Gumede} Oh, | wall say ut 1s very capable of domg so. 
provided there 1s more Opportunity for contact between 
the membership and the leadership. At present. some of 
the people who are in leadership positions are in deten- 
tions or under some form of restriction or other. So. that 
(°damages) the ability of the UDF to control its mem- 
bership. Otherwise. 11 would be quite simple for the U DF 
to exercise full control over its membership 


{Marshall} But you yourself. Mr Gumede. have recently 
been quoted as expressing fears about the use of coercion 
by some elements within the UDF 


{Gumede] Yes. but you see, those clements are not 
elements that one 1s not able to control, provided one 1s 
able to get to them. It 1s only when there are obstacles 
placed in the way that you do have these probiems. 


{Marshall] What do you mean by that” 


[(Gumede}] ' mean by that when people who would 
exercise cUatrol over those clements are in detention or 
are under some restrictions. then the problem arises. 


[Marshall] Do you yourself have any control over them” 


{Gumede] Yes. | do have control over quite a number of 
them. 


{Marshall} But not all of them? 


[Gumede] Well, those who are within my reach, | do 
control 


[Marshall] Mr Gumede. don't you think 1 would help— 
some kind of gesture such as you appearing 19 public 
with Chief Buthelez:. shaking his hand, calling for an end 
to the violence” 


[Gumede] Well, | think that the [words indistinct] may 
end up in that situation. [end recording] 


Indaba for End to Violence 
MB121343 JoSanneshure SAPA in Enelish 1311 GMT 
12 Jan 88 


[Text] Durban Jan 12 SAPA—The KwaZulu Natal 
Indaba supported the call to end the violence in Picter- 
maritzburg and elsewhere issued by Inkatha and the 
United Democratic Front. 
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“The killing and maiming and destruction 1s appalling 
and has been gorng on for far too long.” Prof D. van 
Wyk, director of the KwaZulu Natal Indaba. said. “It 1s 
essential that all who care about the region's future add 
their weight and influence to ensure that the violence 


The perpetrators of violence were part of the problem 
“They have been piaying into the hands of extremists on 
both the left and mght who would rather see the country 
burn than find reconciiiation through negotiation and 
constructive compromise. Far from contributing to the 
elimination of discrimination, the violence has been 
contnbuted to a hardening of attitudes of many whites 
who have been frightened and appalied by what they 
have heard. seen and read about recent events. 


“| urge al! Indaba sunporters in the affected areas to 
prove their cu .wmatment to powersharing and construc- 
tive change by doing evervihing possible to strengthen 
the hands of the peacemakers and discourage the forces 
of violence.” 


Collusion With Reporter in M Denied 
MB1I11529 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1525 GMT 
11 Jan 88 


[Text] Pretona Jan |! SAPA—The South African Gov- 
ernment hac had no prior knowledge of a South African 
journalist's visit to a Mozambique Resistance Move- 
ment camp near Mapuio, the minister of foreign affairs. 
Mr Pik Botha, said today. 


But—he added in a statement in Pretoria—Afncan 
National Congress infiltration was still taking place 
through Mozambican territory without Frelimo taking 
action against them. 


Mr Botha’s statement follows charges by the Mozambi- 
can News Agency, AIM. that freelance Capetonian pho- 
tographer Cloete Breytenbach’s recent visit to the MNR 
camp constituted “a gross and flagrant violation” of the 
Nkomati Accord. AIM also quoted an unnamed official 
source as saying that the South Afnican Government's 
“attitude” denoted “at the very least, complicity.” 


In his statement today, Mr Botha said a regional military 
and political council of the ANC continued to operate in 
Mozambique. 


The Frelimo government was under a misapprehension 
as to the nature of a privately owned press, Mr Botha 
said. The South African Government did not own the 
Argus newspapers which published Mr Cloete’s pictures 
and impressions, and could not accept responsibility for 
these or other newspaper's political views. “Accordingly 
the South African Government cannot be accused of 
violating the Nkomati Accord when an independent 
newspaper publishes reports or views critical of the 
Mozambique Government,” Mr Botha said. 
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He said he would remind the Frelimo government that 
no less a person than their own president, Joaquim 
Chissano, »mplied at the United Nations that South 
Afnca was involved in the death of the “ve president 
Samora Machel. “If ever there was a clear breach of the 
Nkomat: Accord. that 1s t.”” he sand. 


Mr Botha added that he trusted that the matter could be 
discussed at the neat jornt liasson committee meeting 
with the Mozambuicans scheduled for Friday 


Health Downplays ‘Malaria Threat 
fB061319 Johannesbure International Service 
in Enelish 1100 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] The South African Department of National 
Health says there has been no mayor increase in malaria 
cases in South Africa during 1987. Reacting to the latest 
media reports of an increased malaria threat. the spokes- 
man for the department said in Pretoria that the number 
of people who died of the disease during 1986 was the 
same as in 1987. He said about 13 people had died of 
malaria last year. and an increase of only about | 000 
proven cases had occurred. The spokesman said South 
Africa had a multifaceted malaria control program. He 
added, however, that there were three complicating 
faciors. The first was that a new malaria strain resistant 
to the chemical control treatment had been introduced 
in South Africa recently. The spokesman said the second 
problem was the illegal entry of people from a number of 
South Africa's neighboring countries, where the resistant 
strain of malaria was more prevalent. He said such 
uncontrolled population movement further complicated 
a difficult situation. The third problem was a change in 
the type of mosquito that carried malaria. He said that 
entomological studies hac suggested that certain changes 
had taken place in the type of mosquito carrier 


NEW NATION Publishes Weekly “Update’ Column 
MBO8&1103 Johannesbure NEW NATION in English 
7-13 Jan 88 po 


[“Update™ column] 


[Text] Four South African journalists are still «9 deten- 
tion, according to the Detainees Parents’ Support Com- 
mittee (DPSC). Another 2,000 people are in detention, 
according to the commiiiee. 


At least 31 people have died in the Nata! conflict since 
January |—bringing to 301 the number of casualties 
since the beginning of 1987, according to the Pieterma- 
ritzburg Agency for Christian Awareness (PACSA). 


The South African Government spent about R/3.5- 
billion on salaries and other benefits for more than 
700,000 central government and provincial workers last 
year. 
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According to the newspaper BUSINESS DAY. this does 
not include “the lavish amounts spent to sustain the 
tncameral parliamentary system. the pay of ministers. 
depuly ministers. minisieral assistants and the members 
of the three legislative assemblies.” 


During last year’s parliamentary session, 1 was revealed 
that the total spending on salaries and benefits was about 
Ri2-bilhon om 1986. or 314 percent of the annual 


budget. 


BUSINESS DAY points out that the cabinet 1s due to 
decide in the next two months on pay increases for the 
1988/89 financial year. 


South Africa needs another 300 schools for blacks cach 
year, according to the Department of Education and 
Training. Last year they only managed to build 52 of that 
300, according to department spokesman Job Schoeman. 


More than 700 potential black teachers had to be turned 
away from black training colleges last year. The Johan- 
nesburg College of Education. on the other hand, had 
place for an extra 2,000 white student teachers. accord- 
ing to the National Education Union of SA (NEUSA) 


The price of sugar will increase by about 11.5 percent 
from February |. according to the SA Sugar Association 
(SASA). 


SASA’s Peter Sale said sugar consumption had vren hit 
by high inflation and unrest which seriously affecied 
delivernnes, but added that 11 was picking up again. 


The increased price of sugar 1s sure to have a mpple effect 
on other foodstuff prices and could push up the inflation 
rate, which presently stands at 16 percent. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 11 Jan 
MB120638 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0636 GMT 
12 Jan 8&8 


[Text] Pretoria, Jan 12, SAPA~~(Here 1s the unrest 
report for yesterday issued by th< South African Police 
public relations division in Pretoria) 


The following unrest-relaied incidents were reported 
overnight: 


At Boipatong ( Vanderbiy! Park) a group of blacks intim- 
idated and threatened a security force member. he 
warned them to disperse. They refused and he allegedly 
fired three rounds from his pistol. A black man was 
fatally wounded. 


At Sweetwaters (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks 
murdered an | 8-year-old man by stabbing him to death. 


At Esigoden (Pietermaritzburg) arsonists caused serious 
damage to a house. 
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At Dambuza (Pietermaritzburg) a large group of blacks 
forced a black man to simp naked accompany them 
through the streets because he did not want to join their 
Organisation. As the man was being forcibly pushed 
along. an unknown gunman fired on the group. Two men 
and a youth were wounded. Police arrived and arrested a 
man and a youth. 


Al Forty Second Hill (Harrismith) a private house was 
extensively damaged in a petrol-bomb attack 


At about 00h30 today an explosion occurred at a high 
school in Carltonville (western Transvaal). An unknown 
quantity of commercial explosives had apparently been 
placed beneath a concrete step. The step and three 
window panes were damaged. There were no injuries 
Police are investigating the matier 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Probic.as 
MBI 20907 [Edutonal Report} 


STAR on Transport System Economic Loss — “In the 
light of South Africa's ailing economy and high individ- 
ual tax burden the public can be forgiven for feeling that 
SA Transport Services’ R1.000 million loss iast year 1s 
inordinately high. and the virtual collapse of mainline 
rail travel a shame.” says a page !|2 editorial im Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on |2 January. “Private 
enterprise 1s not necessarily the silver bullet for the 
railways system but, patently. the alternative 1s costing a 
bomb.” 


BUSINESS |DAY Notes RSA Fatalistic Attitude — “A 
certain fatalism has overtaken most South Africans as 
they contemplate a future in which nothing much 1s 
likely to be solved, notiung much achieved, nothing 
much lost.” remarks Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on |2 January in a page 4 editorial. “Somewhere 
between the obfuscations of Chris Heunis and ite bru- 
talities in the townships of Maritzburg. a new South 
Africa 1s being hammered into shape, but for the 
moment, it 1s hard to see either the shape of the anvil or 
the shape of the hammer.” 


U.S. Aid Te Black South Africans Unlikely .- Simon 
Barber wries from Washington on the same page that 
black South Africans “who want American help to foster 
real but bloodless change from within” are “going to be 
disappointed.” “Cone~-ss is full of splendid ideas to help 
black South Atncans, either as an alternative to .anc- 
tions or as some form of mitigation of sanction’s effects. 
But when push comes to s ;ove and money that has been 
airily ‘authorised’ has actually to be appropriated, the 
ideas are conveniently forgotten. Black South Africans 
do not, after all, vote in U.S. elections.” “All this might 
be different if the U.S. Government, as a collective 
whole, gave a damn. Since it does not, black Sou h Africa 
would be well advised not just to distrust Arericans 
bearing gifts, but te place no faith in thei: bearing gifts at 
all.” 
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SOWETAN Praises Move Against Forced Removal — 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on |2 January says 
in a page 4 editorial that “the government has decided 
that the people of Daggaskraal. near Standerton, wt » 
have been threatened with forced removal since the 
1950"s, can now remain unconditionally on their land.” 
“The government could long have made many frends by 
throwing out political ploys of certain racists to move 
people from homes they have occupied for years. How- 
ever, we have to congratulate the government for saving 
Daggaskraal. Such belated action cannot but earn the 
government and authorities who decided to halt the 
forced removal a lot of goodwill.” 


CAPE TIMES Notes Congress Tax Manipulation — A 
page 4 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES ir English 
on 8 January says: “The Rangles amendment, which 
doubles taxation .2r any Unitec States company,” will 
“have the perverse effect of strengthening white eco- 
nomic dominance.” li will also “fur'lier diminish the 
already weakened influence of a couniry powerful 
enough to have made a real contribution to positive 
change in South Afmca. Which 1s probably as weil, 
considering how suspect the motive 1s behind actions 
such as the Rangles amendment and how callously 
manipulative the atthiude of the U.S. Congress which 
passed it into law.” 


BU RGER Critical of Netherlands Stance on De Jonge — 
“The Netherlan?. Government's argument why i can- 
not try Klaas de Jonge for smuggling weapons for the 
ANC sounds like a lame excuse.” says Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afnmkaans on 8 January in a page 10 
editorial. “This attitude of the Netherlands Government 
iS NOt surprising. On the contrary, it was capected since 
the Netherlands refused to hand over De Jonge to South 
Africa while he took refuge in the the embassy in 
Pretoria. There can be no question of a collective con- 
science in the Netherlands Government, but hopefully it 
still exists among the people. They have nothing to be 
proud of with regard to their handling of the De Jonge 
case.” 


BEELD Notes RSA Role in U.S. Presidential Election — 
“For the first time South Airica can become an impor- 
tant factor in the U.S. presidential el ction,” says Johan- 
nesburg BEE! D in Afrikaans on |! January ia a page 8 
editorial. “There are signs that the ordinary American is 
beginning to offer resistance to senseless steps against 
South Afnca.” But “to attack South Africa is likely to 
remain a popular political game. The Democratic Party 
aspirants are already busy outdoing one another in this 
respect. Even some Republicans took the lead in the 
sanctions campaign. President Ronald Reagan was an 
effective lightning conductor. He afforded South Africa 
breathing space, and cence even tried to use his veto to 
prevent further sanctions.” 
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Grey Zulu Pledges Support for SWAPO 
18100830 Lusaka Domestic Service in Enelish 
0700 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Text] Party Secretary General Comrade Grey Zulu has 
said that Zambia looks forward to the withdrawal of 
racist South African iroops from Angola to speed up the 
liberation of Namibia. Officiating at the ninth gradua- 
tion ceremony of 167 graduates from the United Natior’ 
Institute for Namibia at Mulungushi Hall in Lusaka 
yesterday, Comrade Zulu said Namibia should be free 
now and pledged Zamibia’s cortinued support for 
SWAPO unt! the racist South Africa withdrew out of 
that country. He said the people of Namibia should be 
able to decide on the form of government suitable to 
their own needs. adding that they should be free to 
determine their own destiny and choose their own line of 
development without any form of interference. Comrade 
Zulu said the peopl: of Namibia should be free to 
de.nocratically opt for any system of government w:th- 
Out having to give prior assurance to anybody about their 
system 


Payments to \Vorld Bank May Resume 
WBI11317 Dakar PANA in Enelish 1308 GMI 
i] Jan AS 


[Text] Dakar, 1! Jan, (PANA}—Zambia may soon 
resume repaying its arrears to the World Bank in order 
that the country may once more begin to get funding for 
balan.c of payments support and World Bank-assisted 
projects, the ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL has reported. 


The paper reporting in its Wednesday issue that repay- 
ment of arrears to the Washington-based financial insti- 
tution would be made possible by a “rescue operation” 
organised by Nordic countries. 


Zambia's failure to honour debt service obligation to the 
World Bank had resulted in the bank suspending dis- 
bursement to, among others, the Zaraba Fisheries 
Development Project started two years ago 


The MAIL said efforts to raise the money were started 
last year by Swedish following which other Nordic coun- 
tries joined it in pledging 75 per cent of the total arrears 
owed the World Bank. The Zambian Government ts 
expected to raise the remaining 25 per cent 


By the (72nd) of February, Zambia's arrears to tie World 
Bank loans will have reached 80 million U.S. dollars, 
meaning that the Nordic countries would make available 
60 million U.S. dol’ ars. 


But, according to the MAIL, Zambia's portion of 20 
million U.S. dollars may well be provided by other 
European countries currently being contacted on the 
suinect. 
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The money pledged by the Nordic countries is expected 
to be released as soon as those countries get a explana- 
tion from the Zambian Government on how the country 
intends to handle its debt problem without slipping back 
into arrears. It is expected that the government’s expla- 
nation will be contained in the country’s 1988 budget, 
which will be made public before the end of this month. 


Zambia, it will be recalled, recently announced that it 
would use no more than 10 per cent of all foreign 
exchange receipts to service external debts. 


Meanwhile, the Swedish, Dutch, and Norwegian Embas- 
sies have confirmed in Lusaka that their countries had 
set aside 12.5 million U.S. dollars, and three million U.S. 
dollars respectively to help meet Zambia’s obligation to 
the World Bank. [sentence as received] Finland and 
Denmark are also to contribute to the financial package 
although it is not yet known how much they will provide. 


Ndola Mealie Meal Shortage Ends 
MB120727 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 12 Jan 88 


[Text] The critical shortage of mealie meal which had hit 
Ndola over the past 3 weeks is now a thing of the past. A 
survey carried out by the Zambian News Agency yester- 
day revealed that both NIEC [National Import and 
Export Corporation] and ZCBC [Zambian Consumer 
Buying Corporation] stores in the city were filled to 
Capacity with both breakfast and roller meai brands. 


The city was recently characterized with stampedes of 
people who had to travel to secure a bag of the commod- 
ity. At one time, just after Christmas Day last month, the 
situation had become so serious that some families were 
forced to do without nshima [corn meal porridge] for 2 
or 3 days. It was, meanwhile, discovered that although 
the city had mealie meal, it was still experiencing a 
shortage of other essential commodities like washing 
powder and cooking oil. 


Zimbabwe 


Car Bomb Injures 3 Possible ANC Members 
MB120534 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 12 Jan 88 


[Text] Three peuple believed to be members of the South 
African National Congress [as heard], the ANC of South 
Africa, were injured when a car bomb wrecked their 
home in Trenance in the northern outskirts of Bulawayo. 
The three were taken to Mpilo Hospital, where one of 
them is said to be in a critical condition. According to 
THE HERALD, the explosion, which occurred last 
night, was heard in the city center. 
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Radio Truth Views BBC Review of Broadcasts 
MBO08 1059 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English 
to Zimbabwe 0430 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The civil wars in Mozambique and Angola fea- 
tured in a special BBC program on Christmas Eve, titled 
“Review of Africa’s Press and Radio.” It dealt with 
several radio stations and news agencies operating in 
Angola, especially those that put across the UNITA 
viewpoint. It contained this quotation which mirrors our 
comment on the war in Mozambique [name as heard]: 
“It does not require a genius to know that the only way 
out for Angola’s ruined economy lies in creating the 
necessary atmosphere of peace and security. That entails 
a negotiated settlement between the MPLA regime and 
UNITA, in order to bring the war to an end.” 


The BBC’s monitoring service, which listens to broad- 
casts all over the world, is a regular listener to Radio 
Truth. Extracts from this station's programs frequently 
appear in the BBC's publication, “Summary of World 
Broadcasts.”’ In this Christmas Eve feature the BBC had 
this to say: Radio Truth broadcasts to Zimbabwe. It 
started over 4 years ago, following the repression of 
dissidents in southern Matabeleland. Radio Truth is 
definitely anti-Mugabe and his party, ZANU-PF, but 
exactly what it does support isn’t always clear. It has long 
criticized the Zimbabwean Government for joining in 
the fight in neighboring Mozambique against the South 
African-backed MNR. 


The BBC presenter then cited this alleged extract from 
one of our programs: Zimbabwe's children are being 
forcibly exported to Mozambique to fight in the war 
against the rebel MNR. Robert Mugabe is adamant 
about sending other people's children to go and die in 
defense of a country to which they do not belong. All in 
all, it is a messy and bloody campaign serving only to try 
and preserve Marxist influence in Mozambique. The 
BBC documentary continued: When it comes to encour- 
aging opposition within Zimbabwe, Radio Truth’s atti- 
tude is generally straightforward. They present them- 
selves as pro the Zimbabwean people. That is why they 
did not support sending Zimbabwean forces to Mozam- 
bique, and that is why they do not automatically support 
any opposition group. 


The second extract from this station’s broadcast was 
then quoted: We abhor Marxism in all its forms, and 
believe fervently that it is a disastrous path for Zimba- 
bwe to follow. To save our land from the ghastly cons2- 
quences of ZANU-PF rule, change must come. There 
will have to be a realignment of political forces, with 
those who support totalitarian one-party rule on the one 
side, and those who cherish freedom and democracy on 
the other. The narrator went on to say: How Radio Truth 
will react to the signing of the merger agreement between 
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ZANU-PF and Nkomo’s ZAPU is therefore predictable. 
Everything which confirms the present one-party state in 
power will not be to their liking. 


In passing, we would mention that by a strange twist of 
fate, Radio Truth’s reaction to the unity pact was broad- 
cast on the very same day as this BBC feature. The 
program concluded with an oblique reference to a Radio 
Truth broadcast in which we covered the positive aspects 
of the Pretoria regime’s policy towards its neighbors. 
This was contrasted with the persistent hostility of the 
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governing parties in the Frontline states in the propa- 
ganda field, and in the support given to revolutionary 
movements seeking to topple the South African Govern- 
ment. At the end of it, we posed this question, which the 
BBC repeated: So we ask once again, who in this region 
is truly guilty of destabilization? The presenter replied: | 
wish I knew, Radio Truth. 


With due respect, we recommend that the BBC staff 
concerned with African affairs should listen to our 
broadcasts on a regular basis, to hear the truth about 
events in southern Africa. 
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Burkina Faso 


Houphouet ‘Tired’; Compaore Visit Postponed 
AB112001 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Excerpt] Blaise Compaore was scheduled, in principle, 
to visit Ivory Coast tomorrow. That visit, however, has 
been postponed to a later date because President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny is reportedly tired. It will be recalled 
that the Ivorian head of state is now 82. 


Captain and President Blaise Compaore’s visit to Ivory 
Coast is part of the tour he began last month to several 
countries in the subregion, notably Benin, 1 ogo, Niger, 
Mali, and Libya. His meeting with the Ivorian authori- 
ties 1s expected, in principle, to mark a new stage in 
relations between Ivory Coast and Burkina Faso, rela- 
tions which were rather uneven when Thomas Sankara 
was in power. [passage omitted] 


Guinea 


Conakry ‘Calm’ Following Demonstrations 


Police Arrest Students 
ABO71742 Paris AFP in English 1553 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Excerpt] Conakry, Jan 7 (AFP)}—Police arrested 50 
suspected student agitators after several hundred dem- 
onstrators ransacked market stalls here in the Guinean 
Capital in two days of protests against rocketing price 
rises for basic commodities. Calm returned on Thursday 
[7 January] after police moved in and arrested the 
suspects at the university, which remains under police 
guard. Several demonstrators were injured, but there was 
no official confirmation of initial claims that one person 
was killed in the disturbances which began Tuesday. 


The students who had initially announced a protest 
demonstration for Friday to complain about their living 
and study conditions, were joined in sacking shops by 
many unemployed people. The outburst of popular anger 
against traders came as the prices for basics like bread, 
meat and rice tripled in less than a week after civil 
servants were given an 80 percent wage rise on New 
Year’s Eve. [passage omitied] 


20 Injured; Calm Returns 
AB071621 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There has been a lot of trouble on the streets of 
Conakry, the capital of Guinea, adding to the mounting 
headaches of President Lansana Conte’s military govern- 
ment. Angry protestors have been demonstrating in 
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Conakry’s central market area against rocketing prices of 
basic commodities, and apparently students have joined 
in the melee. From neighboring Senegal, Cante Diop 
cabled this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The 2 days of dem- 
onstrations led to at least 20 people being injured and 
perhaps even one death, although this has not yet been 
confirmed. After the Army had intervened and calm 
returned yesterday afternoon, it became apparent that 
there had been widespread damage to bu Idings and 
looting. 


The demonstration constitute, without doubt, the most 
serious political crisis which the regime of President 
Conte has had to face since the July 1985 coup attempt 
led by former prime minister Diarra Traore. In fact all of 
the price increases, which were part of the reason for the 
demonstrations, were not caused directly by the govern- 
ment. It was, rather, private traders who hiked the prices 
of food and other goods in an attempt to compensate for 
the government's January the | st doubiing of the price of 
petrol and other official prices. And it was apparent that 
the price increases were not the only reason for discon- 
tent. According to a reliable source in Conakry, during 
the disturbances, several students were shouting and | 
quote: Long live the dead. This was clear allusion to the 
former Prime Minister Diarra Traore, the late former 
president, Sekou Toure, and other late government offi- 
cials, most of whom, significantly, were from the 
Malinke ethnic group. 


Last night, after the situation had been calmed by the 
army, President Conte said that traders would have to 
freeze prices at their former levels, pending discussions 
with the government. [end recording] 


Students ‘Manipulated’ 
ABO080922 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Excerpts] It has been estab!ished that the students of the 
University of Conakry, who have been engaged in a 
strike action since 5 January, are being manipulated. 
Their demand concerning the improvement in the qual- 
ity of the catering service at their cafeteria has been 
rejected outright by the rector of the university, Mr 
Aboubacar Sompare, who was appointed to this post last 
June. A graduate of the University of Conakry himself, 
Mr Sompare speaks of the content and quality of the 
current menu. 


[Begin Sompare recording] We have instituted the prep- 
aration of three kinds of soup per meal at the choice of 
the student. Thus, from the beginning of the school year 
until yesterday, three different kinds of soups have been 
served daily per meal. For breakfast we have offered 
butter, which has not been available to the student since 
1968, and we have offered milk, which has not been 
available since 1972. For the midday meal, there are not 
only three soups but also a bottle of seasoning sauce for 
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each student. There were so many improvements that we 
were deluged with boarding requests. The number of 
boarders has continued to increase. Since we could not 
meet all the demands made by these people requesting to 
Stay on campus because the quality of the food had 
improved, I had to put in a request to the financial 
department for the supply of 375 additional bunk beds. 
I think the students had no reasonable excuse to go on 
strike considering that these major improvements have 
been made. [passage omitted] [end recording} 


Moreover, the great majority of the students, who 
allowed themselves to be carried away into 24 adventure 
without realizing what the whole affair was all about, are 
now in a position to understand the situation. In any 
Case, certain signs lead us to believe that the events of the 
past 3 days on the university campus and its surround- 
ings are coming to an end. The students—whom we can 
only encourage in this—seem to have thought better of 
the situation, if the calm which reigns this evening on the 
(Dona) campus and in neighboring streets is ary indi- 
cation. 


But what we must take special note of in the events 
which have just shaken our university is the calm and 
lucidity shown by the security forces in their extremely 
delicate task of restoring calm and peace. Despite the 
difficulties facing them, they managed, with a coolhea- 
dedness which is quite remarkable, to accomplish their 
duty without using methods likely to have regrettable 
consequences. During these last 3 days there have been 
no reports of injuries or deaths among students, among 
the bandits taking refuge in the marketplaces of the 
capital, or in the general population. This deserves 
mention because it shows clearly that the security forces 
sent to the areas where their presence is deemed neces- 
sary spend their time maintaining order and serenity so 
A to enable the people to cheerfully go about their daily 
affairs. 


University Open 
ABO091719 Conakry Domestic Service in French 


1245 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] National Education Minister Saliou Koumbassa, 
yesterday met with Students’ Parents Associations, the 
prefects, subprefects, and heads of schools in the capital. 
Further information was given during the meeting on the 
recent student demonstrations at the Conakry Universi- 
ty. Minister Saliou Koumbassa particularly stressed the 
need to coordinate efforts between authorities and stu- 
dents’ parents in counseling and training the youth. 
According to the national education minister, this coor- 
dination is today even more necessary to make up for the 
delay caused by the recent student unrest. 


The university has not been closed down, he concluded, 
and it remains open for all the students who want to 
learn. 
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*Troublemakers’ Warned 
ABOY1517 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 8 Jan 88 


{Station commentary: “Beware of Troublemakers”} 


[Text] It is certainiy not by chance and not surprising 
that troublemakers should try to stir up the university 
students and even the secondary school students against 
the current regime which has always taken to heart the 
probiems of students, particularly university students. 
This was exactly what these troublemakers did over the 
past few days, taking advantage, as usual, of what they 
have usually referred to as a difficult situation. Once 
again, they have tr’ d and failed—fortunately. Of course, 
the governmeni decision to increase public servants’ 
salaries and the increase in fuel prices led to a negative 
reaction from some traders and from vehicle and house 
owners, a reaction that was characterized by a sharp rise 
in the prices of essential commodities, transportation 
fares, and house rents. Thank God, the 6 January meet- 
ing between the head of state and the traders was not in 
vain, because the latter kepi their promise. Thus, peace 
returned to our markets and prices reverted to what they 
were at the end of last year. in compliance with the 
government request. 


Undoubtedly, this attitude of our country’s traders ts 
disturbing the troublemakers. It demonstrates clearly the 
desire of these traders to assist the government in laying 
down the basis for national economic revival. Thus, the 
secondary students resumed classes in ali Conakry 
schools, classes which they naively abandoned 2 days 
ago. At Conakry University, which 1s said to be a 
vulnerable area, no clashes were reported. The students 
there have rescinded their decision and returned to their 
lecture halls. Furthermore, were these students, whom 
ill-intentioned people or veritable instigators, or even 
people who are feeling homesick about a past that 1s gone 
forever, not the first to express their full support to the 
CMRN upon its coming to power on 3 April 1984? 
[sentence as heard] Were the students not among the first 
bodies that fought against the attempted coup on 4 July 
1985? Having said this, the government, in return, has 
never prevented them from claiming their rights. But 
any claim must be made through the proper channel, 
which is no longer a difficult step to take because these 
students have their spokesmen whom they freely chose, 
precisely to maintain a fruitful dialogue with the govern- 
ment. 


Certainly, the troublemakers infiltrated the university. 
They even announced that some of the students were 
killed during the demonstrations, just to stir up the 
students further — a claim that is quite false. Once again, 
let us beware of the troublemakers who never tire, 
because their only objective is to thwart the achieve- 
ments of the government of the Second Republic They 
are using every dishonest means to achieve this. Once 
again, let us beware of the detractors. They have lost the 
game in advance. 
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